Sence, Ind Apprehenfion of One or the Other, fo we are ' 


© cohitetired as'we think char we have his Favour or Loving 
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C ya me to hear thy loving kindneſs 3 is the morm- 
ing, for in thee do T'truſt:- Cauſe me to know 
_ the way wherein-T mids palk,” or 1 Ul ay ud my.. 
foul unto rhee, Pial __ 8... wp 


reat theighe Searehit of Heare i in Man, 
ks B great Tho Crearure, is: God-watd, or to- 
gf . wards Got.” And this again divides its ſelf rwo 
KnE9-þ ' . ways, Thar is.ro ſay, whicher God be angry, or 
in favour with us; and accordingly as we have a Fear,” 


either Troubled, of elſe Contenred. We are troubled if we 
believe thar rhe Tnviſible God over us hath Anger, Wrath, 
and Diſplezſure' againſt ns ; fo on the other band we are 


Kindnefs. 

* Although Solomon (Sith truly, No man knoweth either love 
or bqtred (har 1s, of God) by all that i before him ; Yet it” 
is an uſual thing with Cortupt and Ignorant Man, as he'is 
Man (4 lirrfe tinctyre whereofeven David the Servant of the” 
Lord here had) to ' judge of the Love or Hatred of God- 
rowards theim, according ro the delighrful or affliting things' 
which bappen unto them'in this World. As ſute'as Scrip» 
rure is rye,” whichis as'certain as that the Word of God is is 
ile, which again is as-eeirain = that _ bimſelf is oy 3 

's 


(2) 


This is a fallible, yea, ir is a miftaken Rule to judge by. 
For the Scripture. ſaith expreſly, hom the Lord loveth he 
chafteneth, and P_—_ every ſon which he recerveth. Which 
ſame chaſtening for the preſent ſeemeth not jozous, but grievous, 
Heb. xit. 6, 11. | 4s many.as I love, I rebuke and chaſten, Rev. 


ii 19, And-ſa again t-1s on the other hand, The men; of the 
world have their portion in thu life, and whoſe belly thou filleſt 


with thy hid treaſurer; They are full: of Childran, and leave the 
reſt of their ſubſtance unto their Babes, Plal. xvii. 14, Their 
eJes ont withfatneſe, they have more than beart could wiſh, 
Pal. fxxiti. 7. "The Tabernacles of Robbers proſper, and they 
that provoke God ave ſernre,;into whojſe-hand God bringeth abun- 
danthy, Job xii. 7. Son, remember that thou in thy life time 
 receivedſt thy good things, and likewiſe Lazarus evil things, 
Like xvi. 25. And yet all this white it is certain, thar they 
who receive their good things in this Life, the proſperous 


Sirtmershad not the true Favour of God. Again, it is certain, | 


thas ſuch who did.fear before him, 'alrhough they received 
their evil things here, and were plagued all the day, and-cha- 
ftened every morning, "Pal. Ixxiii. 14. Yer theſe had the fa- 
vour and loving kindnefs of God” (who, whom he loves, he 
loves with an everlaſting love) reſting upon them all rhe ſame 


white, though perbaps they were nor ſenfible thereof, - For. 


ſuch a thing ,is poffble, yea it is common, that. as many 
- wicked foful People, who are hardened, ignorant, and 
unbelievers, and under the ORE ;. yea, they have the 


wrath of God abiding on them, John iii. 36. .. Although in this. 
Life-rime- they are not ſenſible of as much, for they do nor 


know and feel it. So again it is on the other hand, rhere 
1s amongſt us many a Soul that feareth the Lord, that obey- 
' eth the woice of hu - Kleen that walketh in darkneſ$, and bath 
xe light, Ila. 1. 10, Although they are really and indeed be- 
loved of God, yer they have nor at the ſame time a ſence 
of his Love and Favour, the want whereof makes them ro 
mourn and to be in the Spirit of Heavineſs. 

| But in the days of the voice of the ſeventh angel, the. My- 


fery of God ſhould be fimſhed, as he hath declared to-ha Ser-- 


vants the Prophets, Kev. x.7. for indeed the whole way and 


merhad of the Diſpenſation of his Kingdom towards us Men, 


is all Myſtery- 1 # given to you to know the myſteries of the 
Kingdom of Heaven, but. to then 3t # not given, Mar. xiit. 11. 


in. 


Amongſt other rhings which might be. named and inſtanced 
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- In, ir'is one part of this Myery, PDharhisServants and the 
hs 3p yn a feonrthe hands of God ; 
nd yer ar the very ſame" time God hath a' Love rewards 
-themn, © Ard ſo apaty, the Sinners and:Children of Diſobe- 
© dience receive good things from rhethands of God, and yer 
' av the very fame timethe Lord is diſpleafed with them. 
- God '& angrywith the Wicked every day; althoughar the fame 
time be ſontth Ruth wpon vhe juſt and anjuſt, and # kind to 
the 'unthanhfut ' and 'eo vhe''evil, This: may \even now be 
"fmewhat underfto6&ini'the Sanctuary,” and from our of 
the Book of the Lord, 'by thoſe who are ſpiritually: wile 
and diſcerning,'\by: ſuch who believe and know the things 
, - God; bur it will yer be more _— ſeen at the end of 
''Time; when the My/ſttry of God ſhall be fimsſhed. | 
Burt the md Vit ra wich-the mixr Multi 
'ende and Common forrof-People {( who Jadge by Appear» 
' ance,” and nor RighteousJudgment) to eſteem ſuch ſtricken, 
-{mitien of God and forſaken; Ta. lit. 4. as if rhey were for- 
faken and hated alſo'by' the God who made the World, be- 
catife the World Froufps:upon them, and becaule they are in 
'JoWEfate; and ſeem ontwardly miſerable therein. If I ſay 
 T-will ſpeak-thus, behold I ſhonld offend againſt the Generation of 
thy Children : Nofſuch-matrer; for as the-Friendſhip of this 
 PPorid #8 Enmity with God; fo when the World is croſs and 
_ "athwarr, and ar Enmity with ſuch an one, it is rather a 
fign that God is a Friend-unto\bim. Said Feſus Chriſt, the 
Firſt Born emangſt- many Brethren, the Son-of God himſelf, 
who was in the World, and rhe World was made by him, 
-and-the World knew him not : Hecame-unto his own, and 
his owg received him- not. This ſame Jeſus Chriſt ſaid 
unto his Diſciples-and Followers and Servants of all Gene- 
rations and Countries, If the Vorld hate you, ye know that 
' ' #8 bated me before it hated you. If ye were of the World, the 
'F/or[d would love his own 5; but becauſe ye are not of the World, 
but I have choſen you out of the World, therefore the World 
haveth you. So that the Hatred of the World (provided 
har we be all along followers and doers of the thing that 
good 45) is rather a fign and evidence of the Love of God 
towards us, 'becauſe herein we are more conformed and 
likened unto bim, who had this Voice from our of rhe 
:Cloud, Thou art my 'beloved Son, ths day have 1 begotten 
"#hee : And-yer this ſame A Son of God: (for there 
| 3 | was 


"ES. 


was in him alfo ſomewhat whichlavours of Men, to-evince 
and demonſtrate that - he was really. come in- and/mate 
Fleſh) wher# he canje' to endure. the Rage of the Wicked 
Men of World, and-was Crucified by-them, then alſo- he 
berwrayed forth Human Infirmity: and-Weakneſs, in taking 
up that ſaying, My God, my God,  why.haſt:thou forſakerr me ? 
Therein alfo- thinking after the' manner of Men, . that - be- 
cauſe he then came to feel .Paio and Termeny as -if there. 
upon God (who is all Blefſedneſs). had: forſaken him.. - 
And fo in like manner Davsdo;# Man-after Gad's-own 
Hearr, who ſpake forth rhe Wofds.of our Text, as it-1s 
written ; But they like Men bave tyanſgr4/ſed the Covenant, 
ſo herein he ſpake like, a Man. ,;For, beeguſe of his Enemies 
which he mentions. three rimes.1n this ſhoer-Plalm, of- whom 
he complains, ver. 3, 4. He prays; for* Deliverance: from 
chem, ver. 9. and.for the utter Cuttsnp off and Deſtrution of 
them, ver, 12. He alſo thought, as-if Gad had withdrawn 
his loving kindneſs, and had none txowards him ; for-if he 


had, he would norſuffer him to have ſuch Enemies... But in | 


this Jaſt David did err, nor knawing;: or! tather nor .confi- 
fidering the Scriptures and the Power of God, and the way 
and method of the Diſpenſation of his' Kingdom towards 
us Men, God ſuffers them ro have Enemies to hold his Ser- 
vants in Warfare and Tryal, David was not ſo much then 


deſtirute of the loving of kindneſs of. God, bur he was de- 


ſticure of rhe ſenſe. of the loving kindneſs of God ; which 
is evident from the very manner of exprefling it, Canſe; me 
to bear thy loving kindneſs in the Morning, Intimating there- 
by, that there was ſuch a thing as the loving kindneſs. of 
God rowards him, bur it was afar off, and out of Hearing. 
And therefore he Prays unro God to-caule him tb hear. ir, 
and then ir muſt. ve broughr. nearer, and be ſenſible (for 
Hearing is a Senſe) unto him, --Cauſe me to hear thy loving 
kindneſs in the. morning, is a Relative kind of Speech, which 
dorh preſuppole abfence and want thereof, inaſmuch as a 
Man dorh nor pray for, but rather give thanks for whar 
he hath already. Bur either David did nor at all, or at 
\ leaſt nor . ſo much hear the loving kindneſs of God as he 
would deſire for ; and therefore be purs up this Prayer un- 
ro God in this manner. . - - . Fa $27 
Why a ſenſe and hearing of the loving kindneſs of God 
would be as ſa much Stay and Syppoert, as ſo RE 
. DP : BR ..2n 


has} wh, tots. ay © PI PF ms cas Tam Boot oa, iii * ws "bg Sy 


- pj AA »y HJ wit Mw ww 35 


* BB £2 <& © 


& +: +7 
and Defence againſt the: Thcurfion arid Afﬀaulr:of his: Eae- 
mie. He had ſome Apprebenfion of thus:much-'from:the 
following 'Words which: he drops, for in thee -do:I rift; 
Which again preſuppoſes ſome Fear: he was:in; and fome 
Danger he was ſubje& unto; as ro both of: which he did 
rraſt,. T bar the Inviſible. God would fave, + deliver and 
preſerve him from chem. - Thas much may be ſurcly ga- 
' thered and reaſoned, 'Thatif God hath a loving kindneſs 
' for any one, he will-never ſuffer him to utterly. periſh, arid 
robe wholly miſerable; Idomot ſay, Thar God will not ſuf- 
fer him ſo much as to be ſtrack; bur he wilt nor ſuffer him 
ro be-deftroyed, rhat'is, nor ro be made' by them eternally 
miſerable. His Enemies may:poffibly hunt and ſeek after 
him, bur. they ſhallgnor- rorally'/ overcome nori prevail a- 
.gainſt him for 'ever® Davrd.dorh: here: Pray hke -one who 
had the ' Spiric of H/iſdom and Underſtanding, the Spirit of 
Counſel and of Might, the Spirit of Knowledge and of the fear 
of the Lord, Iſa. xi. 2. For he' knew; thar:af, he had once 
_ the loving kindneſs of God; he had all which could be de- 
fired, and whar was neceflary'for Safery and: Deliverance 
from Men and Devils ; and therefore he fitly and properly 
Prays- for that in rhe firft Place: NS | | 
Thy loving kindneſs i the Morning. As Morning thoughts 
are commonly moſt freſh 'and lively, ſo then he was moſt 
troubled and doubtful, and his Hearr did miſgive him and 
medirate Terror, left be ſhould: miſs rhereof, and nor bave ir. 
As the ſame David faith, /ben:I wake, I am ſtill with thee, . 
Pal. cxxxix. 8. And as the Spirit ſaith, The Lords Mercies 
are new every morning, great 1s thy faithfulneſs, Lam. iii. 23. 
Becaule thar every Morning God doth as ir weregive us a 
new Life; ſo. if when we- wake Morning after Morning, 
( he wakeneth Morning by Morning ) our Hearr js ſtill with 
God, and ir is always and alrogether with him 3 and if we 
then can perceive and hear his loving Kfdneſs, O Good 
God ! how ſweetly -and contendedly might we paſs the 
—_—_ few and evil Days of our Pilgrimage here on 
- But cbiefly therefore ir is rhat we do nor hear and per- 
ceive this loving kindneſs.of God in the Morning, yea God 
wirhbolds and denies his loving kindnels unto us, becauſe of 
whar is intimated in the following part of the Verſe, we do 
not know the way wherein: we ſhould walk ; which ſomes 
” ny 0 es one I A 8 # EP oh L1mes 


(6) 
-Uines is for wahr of 'Underfianding rhereof, bur more com- 
- monly for -warz:of Will and Readineſs ro do the-ſatne, 
And therefore both theſe Pericons- ave firly and properly 
connected together,' and they follow and ſucceed one ano- 


theryz Cauſe mw to: bear thy loving: Kindneſs in the Morning, | 


for in #heedo Lvraſt: Cauſe :me to know' the way wherein 1 
ſhould walk; for Lift up my Soul unto thee; 1 


| For therſake of the latrer .parr of .this Verſe-it is thar 1 | 
have'chofen [this Texr:to diſcourſe :on unto year this rime, | 


and I do'intend-ro apply 'irt-as-totmy Preaching, 'and your 
Hearing, asitharh been uſed-in this Place. 

-Ir is a feaſonable Peritioono pur an, and uſe in our Pray- 
ers, that God would dire&usin:atl Difficulties ; andi'when 
we are, ina Scrait ard-i{Doubr; aac He would caule 
us t0-chooſe the right way, Then tbe Captains of the Forces, 
and all the People ſaid unto Jerennah \the Prophet," Pray for us 
unto the Lord, "that the Lord thy God may ſhew us the way 
wphorein we walk, and: the elang that we may do,-Jer. 


42.3. 'Cunſe me to know the way' whorein T ſhou!d "walk, for l _ 


tift-wp 'imy Soul unto thee, We may lawfully, yea,we ought 
40 —_ whar we have a Promiſe-for ; = a chis Mat- 
ter the Word of Promiſe ſpeaks. on this Wiſe ; Phat Man 
- he that feareth the Lord, bim ſhall be teach in the way that 
he ſhall chodſe.- The ſecret of the Lird is with them that fear 
bim,” an4he: wit! ſhew them hy Covenant, Pſal. 25.12» 14. 
Hu ſecret ar wth the Righteous, Prov. 3. 32. Surely the Lord 
God will do-nothing, but he revealeth bis ſecret unto his Ser- 


wants the Prophets, Amos 4. 7. If #n any thing ye be other- | 


wiſe mindel, God ſhall reveal even thus unto you, Phil. 3.15, 
Anil all thy Children ſhall be taught of the Lord, and great 
hull be the Peace of thy Children, Which laſt comes-lome- 
what inear-unto, and confirms . che Doctrine of -the Text, 
which is this, Then it # that God cauſes us to hear his loving 
Kindneſs, when: he alfo cauſes us to know the way wherein we 
ſhould walk, For here, I/a. 54. 13. is brought in as rhe ef- 
fect of being raughr of the Lord, Great ſhall be. the Peace 
of thy Children. From whence it follows, That we have 
great Peace when we are taught. :of:Gad, and chiefly we 
have great Peace when we obey:and do according; to rhat 
Teaching of his. And ſo we. hear ' his loving Kindneſs 
when he caufes'/us ro know: rhe «way wherein - we ſhould 
walk. :Frem whence oblerye again, Thar when our Spi- 

| rus 
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| manner unto. ſome ro whom he writes, The God of ;Hape fill yore 
| with all. Foy' and Peace jnbelieving. Sothe fame ro 


they are out of their Element, and then there is. 
Doubr-and Diſquier. ind 5219577 top et 
| .As.God asks rhe Queſtian. in, reference to. the falle and 
idolatrous . Worſhippers among® the Fews, Should I receive 
Comfort in theſe, Ila. 57.6. So it may be concewed, and 
judged of before-hand, as toour. ſeveral Adts of Religion. 
According as we find and receive Comfort in them,fo itis a 
foregoing Sign. of God's Acceprance of them. , For as the 
| Jewiſh. Worſhippers did. hereby know.. thar.the Lord re- 
ceivd a Burnt-Offeripg, and a Mear-Offerivg, ar their 
Hands, if the Fire did come down from Heaven, .. and 
conſume rhe .Sacrifice.z. and. when he did. ſhew us all theſe 
things,Judges 13.23. So. even then it might. be underſtood, 
and allo under the Goſpel, that God did.Remember all our 
| Offerings, andaccept our Burnt-Sacrificez and ſo what we 
did as, pertaining to Religion and. Worlhip,. if 1 of. 


God did immediately. give us the chief things of the laſting 
Mountains, and the preciqus things of the laſting Hulls, Deur., 
33+ 15. that earneſt and glimpſe of. furure Glory ;. I mean, 
thac Peace, and Joy, and Comfort in rhe Holy POTN the 
very ſame cime,and afterwards allo,wherein we were ſerve. 
ing him. This again is 10 be differenced from thar fond 
| Exulrancy of Spirit, and Complacency of Mind, es? ors 

| | alfe 
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falſe and formal Worſhipper may ſometimes haye, in thar 
it his own Tmagirarion he hath. done ſomething for God; 
and for his own Soul: Like unto: Micah, who ſaid; Now 
know I that the Lord will do me Good, feeing I have a Levite 
fo my Prieſt, Judges 17.13. which yer was bur a falſe Con- 
ceir of his own ; for as may be underſtood from Verſe 5, 
'he was an Idolater. And let nor' ſuch a one or any other 
falſe Worſhipper think that he ſhall receive any thing from 


the Lord, as to the furure Recompence which he hath pro- | 


- miſed ro'fuch only, who worſhip him 3 Spirit and in Truth, 
Bur when we receive Comfort in'our Holy "Things, and 
in our Religious Performatices'upon'fome rrue and affured' 
Grounds our of God's Word, *Fhis is an Evidence and 
Sign before-hand of our Salyarion, and that our Religion 
is a Religion to the ſaving of the''Soul. So again*on the 
other Hand, when we do nor receive Comfort in' our Re- 
ligion, . but we perform ir in a way ee and:Task, 


lere we _ —_ our Courſe, - that as ſuch People do 
not receive true Comfort in the Acts '6f their Religion; ſo -| 


the great God, unto whom ir doth all relate and terini- 
nate, doth not receive Comfort in them, neither will they 
receive Benefir rhereof hereafrer. Either ſuch do nor wor- 
ſhip God in'Spirir and in Truth, 'or there is Sin and Iniqui- 
ry in the 'Worſhipper. God heareth' nor. Sinners. If I regard 
Inifuity in my Heart, the Lord will not hear me. Or they 
do nor turn unto him with rheir whole Heart. ' Ir is only 
done out of Cuſtom, or asa Task rhar is ſer them, which 
they do nor mind after ir is over. Snch will 'be' of the 
number of thoſes” who ſhall ſay Lord, Lord, Mar.' 7. 21. 
throughout their Life, and yer (hall not enter into the 
Kingdom of Heaven. Such” do neither pray unto” God 


for ir, neither doch God canſe them ro _know'rhe way | 


wherein they ſhould walk ; and ſo they neither hear his 
loving Kindneſs, nor is any due and belonging unro them; 
for this is the favour he beareth unto his People, and' is di- 
ſtinguiſhed, and peculiar ro his Elect only. There is a 
grear Fear, Jealoukie and Doubr'in the Hearr of Man ; 
eſpecially in thoſe who prepare their Heart ro feek, know, 
and pleaſe him, whither we be in the way of God or nor. 
Befides, the ſure Word of Prophecy, the certain Rule of 
Scriprure, iſ*ir be according to that, and more eſpecially 
by the Spirit which he harty given us; We may very muctr 
| conceive 
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(9) 
conceive and judge thereof before-hand. According to 
what Peace and:Sarisfaction of Mind we have, if the other 
Signs here mention'd do alſo concur and' agree, then we 
are in God's way. Burt if we are in Doubr, Perplexity 
and Uncertainty of Soul, then proveny we are our of it. 
Each Perſon knowshis own Caſe and Condition herein ber- 
ter than all the Divines or Preachers of the World can in- 
ſtruct or put him in mind of. To the Law and the Teſtimo- 
2, and the Light that is in them, and alſo within himſelf ; 
hereby he may know and afſure his Heart before him, viz. 
That he is in the way wherein he ſhould be, even the 
way which the Invinſible God his Creator would have him 
to be in, and which leads up unto Heaven, the Habirartion 


of the moſt High. Behold, I ſend an Angel before thee, to 


keep thee in the way, and to bring thee into the Place which'l 
have prepared : Beware of him, and obey his Voice, Exod. 23. 
20, 21. This Angel is Conſcience ( which alſo is ro be 
ruled and guided by the written-Word) or that of himſelf, 


* Which God hath implanted. in Man or Woman. By the 


Dictates and Motions whereof we may well gueſs whither 
we be in the way or nor. Ir is ſaid, The Angel before thee to 
keep thee in the way; ſo Conſcience is a Guide,going before 
us, and in our-ſighr (that is,of the Eyes of our Underſtandin 
being enlightned) Which if we follow all along, Conified 
by thoſe Words, Beware bf him, gnd obey his Voice, it will 
keep us in the way. - And when weare tutn'd aſide, or our 
of ir, this will give Knowledge and Warning thereof; yea, 
and it will bring us in again, if we Beware of him, and obey 
bis Voice. 

From the laſt Words of my Text, for 1 life up my Soul 
unto thee, rhe beſt Inſtruction that may. be learnt from 


_ thence, is ; Thar ye ſhould always bave your Hearrs lif- 


ted up, and praying unto God, eſpecially in ſuch like Pe. 
ritions ; Cauſe me to hear thy loving Kindneſs in the Morn- 
ing: cauſe me to know the way wherein I ſhould walk; ' and 
then ſeek our of the Book of rhe Lord, and read ; and in 
Jubordination to that, and as guided thereby, follow and 
obey the Dictares of thine own Conſcience. bo 
We live in an Ignorant and Men-pleafing World, where- 
in they Excuſe the Rich, and Condemn rhe Poor in his 
Cauſe. Bur amidſt all the manifold kigd of ſayings, and 
talk of others ; amidſt rhe _ of Tongues, Pſal, 31. 10. 
: Qr 
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or that Advice and Reproach, even from the Religious al- 
ſo, every and each Perſon is to guide and ſteer his own A- 
tions by the Word of God, and the Dictares of his own 
Conſcience. According ro whar that teaches and mani- 
feſts from within, and nor-according-to whar others ſay, 


ſo we are to move anda. There is bur little in the O- 


pinions and Talk of People, bur every Man's: Fudgment co= 
meth from the Lord, Thar which is higbly efteem'd among 
Men is an Abominarion in the fighr of the. Lord ; and fo 
contrariwile it runs, ' that which is lefſen'd and deſpiſed a- 
monglt Men (provided it be agreeablero the Word of his 
Holineſs ) is highly eftcemed in the fghr of God. The 
Reaſon whereof is, becauſe the common Multirude of 
Men, even of the ourward Worſhippers, Religions, and 
Profteſlors alſo, (for rhar of Luke 16. 15.' was ſpoken in 
Reference to the Fewiſh Nation, who were all of rhem 
Worſhippers of the Father) are not, nor have they been 
as yer brought in' Conformity to the grear and perfect Rule 
of Righteouſneſs in Scripture, and rhey do not underſtand 
the Things of God, 'as his Saints and Servants did of old 
rime, or as themſelves ſhall yer do, when they are ler ſlip 
from our of this Fleſh.” Bur Abraham ſaid, Son, remember 
that thou in thy Life time Ftceivedſt thy good things; and ſo 
rhe departed Soul will remember the ſeveral Steps and 
Paſſages of rhis Liſe, And thou ſhalt remember all the way 


which the Lord thy God led thee theſe ferty years in 


the Wilderneſs, Deur,8. 2. And fo we ſhall remember all 
the way which rhe Lord led us theſeThreeſcore Years and 


Ten, or ſo many Years as we lived in this Wilderneſs of ' 


the Earth ; as alſo we ſhall then remember and diſcern 
when we were in the way of God, which was the way 
wherein we ſhould walk, and when we were nor. If we 
could know as much in this Life as we ſhall 
know in the next Life, 'we ſhould never do amiſs, or mil- 
, carry as ro fururiry; If we would ſo do in all things as 
we ſhall wiſh we had done when we come to die, andare 
!er flip into Ererniry, we ſhould never go much aſtray from 
the way of the Lord. | | 

Our Duty to God in many Places of Scripture, is called 
*ne way, and the way of the Lord, which here in the Text 
5 called the way wherein we ſhould walk, From whence this 
p:ain inference neceſſarily ariſes, Thar ro obey and ay 
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God is to doas we ſhould dg. It isa Walking in the way 
wherein we ſhould walk.. For a Creature to do as he ſhould 
do, is to obey and ſerve the Lord. Bur beſides this gene-. 
ral Explication and Aﬀertion, there being diverſitzes of Gifts, 
and differences of Adminiſtrations, and diverſities of Operati- 
ons, 1 Cor, 12. 4, 5, 6. given to the ſeyeral Creatutes. 
And the Son of Man hath piven to every Man his Work, and 


t commanded the Porter-to watch, Mark 13. 34. So that be- 


ſides the general Service of God, and Keeping his Com- 
mandments, there is ſome diſtinCt and particular Work ac- 
cording to the Gifts given them, and according, to their 
condition and manner of Life, wherein the ſeveral Men 
and Women are to glorifie and ſerve the Lord according to 
their ſeveral Trade, Degree or Rank People ſtand in. the 
World. Whoſo ſhall hear or read this, may ſomewhat 
conceive what is his particular Work which God hath 
ſet him to do ; and 1 doin part know and apprehend whar 
1s mine. Cauſe me to know the way wherein 1 ſhould walk, 


- for I lift up my Sonl unto thee. 


Now to apply all this tro myPreaching and yourHearing. 

After that Paul had ſeen the Viſion, immediately he endea- 
voured to go into Macedonia, aſſured!y gathering that the Lord 
had called us for to preach the Goſpel unto them. So 1 refle- 
Cting and looking back upon my manner of Life from my 
Youth up, which khow ſome of my Neighbours, and by 
oy unto ſomeof my Father's Servants, atEleven 
or Twelve Years of age, and in the hearing of the rhen 
Godly Schoolmaſter of this Town; as alſo by the whole 
Drifr, Bent and Tendency of my Mind ever ſince, which 
the Lord hath made to be ſerionfly given and inclined ; 
from all thisI afſuredly gather, that the Lord who creared 


. my Soul thus, had called me ( that is, by his having ena- 


bled meſoro do) to preach'the Goſpel ; that is, ro preach 
and publiſh che Truths thereof unto the People of this my 
Generation. And when my Parent had defigned me for the 
Study and Practice of the common Law, 1 remember ard 
obſerv'd many rimes,that as the Law-books lay open before 
me; and whilſt I was outwardly reading in theay, my 
Mind at the very ſame time would be ſointent, and run- 
ning upon Divine and Spiritual Things, even the Things 
pertaitiing ro the Kirgdom of God, that I could nor mirid, 
and be fixedly inten on the T.aw, Wherenpon I did feve- * 

B 2 ral 


/ 
a 


( 12 ) 


ral rimes think, Do not I ſtrive againſt the very Benr and 
Call of God in me > which would have been, it I had ap- 
plied my ſelf ro the Study of the Law of Man, when 1 
ſhould have given up my ſelf unto the Study of Gad's Sta- 
tutes. Ir would ſeem Arrogancy and Boldneſs of Speech 
if I ſhould apply unto my ſelf whar God faid to Feremzah, 
Before I formed thee in the Belly I knew thee: and before thou 
came$t forth ont of the Womb I ſanfified thee, and T ordained 
thee a Prophet unto the Nations, Yer the Lord himſelf, 
who ſhall rehearſe all rhings from rhe beginning of. the 
World, and calleth all his Creatures by Name in the Day 
thatHe ſhall write up the People,He will make known how 
much there was in this of my having been ſanctified from 
the Womb. Bur when after that Thought of Hearr, Do I 
ſtrive againſt the Bent and Call ofGad in me? yetT did not 
obey this ſame Call, fo as like unto Tim%hy, To give up my 
ſelf wholly, and only unto Reading and Study of rhe Scrip- 
cure, until as when Abſolom ſent for Joab, be would not come; 


therefore he ſaid unto his Servants, ſee, Joab's Field is near | 


mine, and he hath Barley there, go and ſet it on Fire. Then 
Foab aroſe and came unto Abſolom unto his Houſe. So tho 
God-ſenr unto me by his Spirir, reaſoning within me. once 
and again, Come, do thou approach unto me, and give 
up thy ſelf only and immediately unto the Work of rhe 
Minittry which I had created rhee for, and fer thee aparr 
for it; this He did once and again, but I would nor come 


for fear of diſpleafing my Kindred according to the Fleſh, 


Bur ar length God ſent a fir of Sickneſs on my Body, which 
mighr have cut it down, and deſtroy'd ir, whereas Com- 
mifſion was then given to ſhake only the Tree of my Life. 
Whereupon I lying upon a ſick Bed, and liable unto Death 
every Hour, altho my Senſe and Underſtanding were pre- 
ſerv'd'intirez and then conſidering yer more throughly of 


this martter,I vowed unto theLord,which Ideſfire ro remem-. 


ber, and oblerve the longeſt Day I have to live; thar if 
it pleaſed him ro grant me a Recovery and Reprieve, I 
would {er aftide ſuch and ſuch Hours in each Day for the 
ſearching our, and Contemplation of his Erernal Truths, 
which ſhould be all unto that end, according to whar is 
written ; Reſtore unto me the Foy of thy Salvation, and uphold 
me with thy free Spirit. Then will I teach Tranſgreſſors thy 


ways, and Sinners ſhall be converted unto thee, Plal,$1.12,1% 


Some 


- 


-D_—_ 
pn 


— Ss.  -. AT_L. eds. RAS 4 


Py, 3 ww 35 1 bt ©» (UD Of UF OP 


RES. Ot... 2” ACT "wy 
% 


TU ww WS %Þ Goo 


(13) 

Some of which have made up and compoſed thoſe ſeverat 
Books I have written, 'and publiſhed unto the World. 
The only drifr and defign whereof is, , according to thar 
Covenant and Direction which was given to the true 
Levirical Prieſthood, To turn many away from Iniquity,Mal. 
2. 6. and to turn many unto Righteouſneſs, Dan. 12.3. which 
alſo are the rwo only Principal Ends: of all our Speaking 
or Preaching by word of Mouth. 

Bur here I have obſerved a Gradation, or,going on by 
ſteps ; for my firſt beginning herein was to reſtifie unto my 
Father's Houſe, leſt they come to the Place of Tormens; for 
which I receiv'd evil Intreaty, and unkind Ulage from 
them, for no other Reaſon, bur becauſe rhar I did from 
the Word of the Lord; and not out of mine own Head, Re- 
buke ſharply thoſe that ſinned 3 bur there did ariſe in the 
Hearts of ſome a Rancour and Indignation againſt it; they 
being then of the like Temper and Diſpoſition with rhole 
of whom ir is written, They hate him that rebuketh in the 


Gate, and they abhsr him that ſpeaketh uprightly, Amos 5.10. 


and art length they would not hear the word of the Lord 


from my Mouth any more. 


Then I preached ro this Fown and Neighbourhood in 
the Houſe of one who is now a Widow, where at firſt my 
Miniſtry was well accepted with the greater part. I then 
commending my ſelf ro the Hearts and Conſciences of my 
Hearers ; nevertheleſs, for this things ſake I was aboveEighr 
Years fince removed from my Father's Houſe. Who, at my 
going forth, tbruſted me out of his Gate, and ar the very 
ame time tauntingly ſaid, Thar God would be as much. 
Glorified by my going away, as if I ſtay'd. Whereby was 


that Scripture litrerally fulfill'd ; Nour Brethren that bated” 


you, that caſt you out for my names ſake, ſaid, Let the Lord be 


: glorified ; but he ſhall appear to your Fey, and they ſhall be 
aſhamed, Ila. 66.5. ” 


And then the Lord called me from ſeeking ro convert a 
Family and a Pariſh, intorhe way of his Commandments, it 
I could (nor as of my ſelf, tor we are not ſufficient of our 
{elves ro think, much leſs ro do any thing, but cur ſufficiency 
# of God ) by the Words of his Grace and Truth beinſtru- 


mental rowards the turning a whole Narion from Iniquity - 


- unto Righteouſneſs. Bur alas! rhe Devil and the Spirir ot 


Diſobedience harh worked, and doth yer {o firongly work 
pf in 
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in the Children of Men, that I have hitherto been worſted 
and foiled in-all theſe. For ye are in no wiſe to think, that 
becauſe the moſt and greater part have not been obedient 
ro theWord ; therefore it was not the Word orWork of the 
Lord,in the Miniſtration whereof I was employ'd ; for this 
would be to contradict the Scripture, and what hath in like 
manner happen'd to the other Miniſters and Prophers of 
the Lord in former Generations and Countrys. Saith Fe- 
remzah, From the thirteenth year of Joſiah, the Son of Amos, 
King of Judah, even unto this day, that is, the three and twen- 
tieth year the word of the Lord hath come unto me, and I have 
ſpoken unto you ; riſing early, and ſpeaking, but ye have not 
hearkned. And the Lord hath ſent unto you all bis Servants and 
Prophets, riſing early, and ſending them, but ye have not hear- 
kened, nor inclined your Ear to hear, Jer. 25.3, 4. Then T ſaid, 
T have labcured in vain, T have ſpent my ſtrength for nought, 
and invain; yet ſurely my judgment is with the Lord, and my 
work with my God. And now ſaith the Lord that formed 


me from the womb to be his. ſervant, to bring Jacob a- 


gain to him : tho Iſtael be net gather'd, yet T ſhall be glorious in 


the eyes of the Lord, and my God ſhall be my ſtrength, Ifa. 49, 


4, 5- Moſes and the Prophets, Ghrift and the Apoſtles, and 
«ll the faithful Miniſters and Preachers, both in thar, and 
in all the ſeveral ſucceflive Generations ever fince, have 1a- 
bour'd in this Work of the Lord, to bring Jacob again unto 
him,to bring Mankind into the way of his Commandments, 
and that they might have Reſpe& unto all his Statutes, Pal. 
119. 6. and not keep ſome, and neglect others, as the 


manner of many is. Which rho' they have effected of ſome - | 


few, yea, very few peculiar People, abour one in an hun- 
dred in the {everal forts and denominations of Chriſtianity ; 
yer 1t hath nor as yet been ſo accomplifhed fince the Days 
of rhe Creation, as ro the Multirude and Generaliry of Peo- 
- ple. Theſe indeed have been brought over (o far, as to 


ourward Worſhip ( for all People will walk every one in the_ 


name of hisGod) or it may be ſome more have come fur- 
| ther to a partial Obſervation of the Law, but not unto 
univerſal and conſtant Obedience unto all the Words of the 
i.aw and Goſpel, without rurning aſide to the Right Hand, 
or to the left. 

Saith another Servant of God, who was by him employ'd 
alio in this ſame Work of reaching Tranſgreflors thy ways, 
and | 
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and that Sinners may be converted unto thee ; but becauſe 
of contrary Succeſs therein he crys our, Let not thoſe that 
wait on thee, O Lord God of Hoits, be aſhamed for my ſake. + 
Let not thoſe that ſeek thee be confounded for my ſake, O God of 
[{rael, - becauſe for thy ſake T have born Reproach, ſhame hath 
covered -my Face. I am become a ſtranger unto. my Brethreng 
and an Aliant unto my Mothers Children ; for the zeal of thine 


, Houſe hatheaten me up; and the Reproaches of them that- re- 
4 proached thee are fallen upon me, Plal. 69. 6,7,8,9. By which 


laſt may be perceiv'd the exceeding finfulne(s of Reproach; 
for toReproachjany one who doth handle the word of God 
fairhfully and truly, only upon the account ot rhar, this is 
roReproach God himſelf, and ro Reply againft God, Rom, 
9.20. or as the Marginal Reading there is, 4n anſwering 
again, and diſputing with God 5 which is a ſign of a ſawcy 
and diſobedienrt Servant, This place of P/al. 69. is inter- 
_ of Chriſt in Rom. 15. 3. and Fohn 2. 17. But allthe 

eproach, Shame and Strangeneſs, which David ſuſtained 
in his own Perſon, was, becauſe thoſe Tranſgrefſors he had 


| to deal withal would not be taught thy ways, and the Sin- 


ners would not be converted unto God. The like hath 
been alſo fulfill'd in me ; for herein I ſpeak the Truth, I lie - 
rot, my Conſcience alſo bearing me witneſs in the Holy 
Ghoſt, as I will averr the ſame at the Judgmenr-ſear of God, 
what Rs and Reproach, I my ſelf (whole 
Mouth now ſpeaketh unto ye, and whoſe Name is hereat- 
ter written) have ſuſtain'd either in this Nation, or in this 
Pariſh, Neighbourhood and County, when (1 was 4 Re- 
proach among all mine Enemies, but eſpecially (mark that 


| Adverb eſpecially) among my Neigbbours, and a fear to 


mine acquaintance, Plal. 31. 11.) it hath all been, becaute 
the People of this Nation have not obey'd thar Word of 


-. the Lord which I have ſer before them. Thoſe in Haggas 


I. 12. and in Ezra 1o. did obey it; but we read more 
ofren in Scripture, thar the Multirude, and the Rich and 
Mighty People would nor. And fo neither have the Peo- 
ple of the Houſe of my Nativity and Habiration obey'd 
that Word which I have formerly ſpoken unto them ; nei- 
ther have the Generality and Multitude of the People of 
this Town and Neighbourhood obey'd the Word which I 
more lately preach'd unto them ; for if they had, they 
Would have heard the Word of the Lord at my _ 
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but they refuſed ro hearken. This evil people have refuſed 
to hear Gods words, Jer. 13. 10. Behold, this is the Return, 
which in the Preſence of two or three of his Servants, (and 
where rwo or three are pather'd together in his Name, he 
is in the midſt of them) which I make unto the Lord God 
of Iſrael for him ro judge thereof, when the great Day of 
his Judgment is come. It may be feenin the Goſpel whar 


we are to do when our Miniſtry is not receiv'd, bur reje- , 


ed in ſuch a place. - Then Paul and Barnabas waxed bold 


and ſaid, it was neceſſary that the Word of the Lord ſhould | 


firſt have been ſpoken unto you; but: ſeeing ye put it from you, 
and judge your ſelves unworthy of Everlaſting Life, lo we turn 
to the Gentiles, for ſo hath the Lord commanded us, Acts 13. 


46, 47. And ſo my Countrymen and Neighbours (I would | 


I were the ſame in common Converſation, ſo as to ſtand 
z1; God's Counſel,Jer.23.22. and on his (ide in like manner, as 
T am when I am either wriring or preaching his Word) it 


was neceſſary that rhe Word of the Lord ſhould have been | 
ſpoken to ye by me his Creature, who was born in this ©| 


Pariſh. , For God, who doth nothing in vain, doth nor ſer 
a Lighr on an Hill, or in ſuch a place, and give Gifts unto 
Men for no purpoſe, bur rather to give Light unto thoſe 
round abour, and nearunto it. Bur ſeeing that the Inha- 
biranrs of rhis Town and Neighbonrhood are herein like 
the Phariſees and Lawyers, who rejefied the Counſel of God 
apainſt themſelves ; and ſeeing that the Scripture herein is 
fulilld, A Prophet 5 not without Honour, but in bis own 
Country, and amongſt his own kin, and in his own Houſe, Mark 
6. 4. / 

By the way, think not therefore . that ye ſhall eſcape 
withour Sin herein, becauſe your Refuſal, and Neglect, 
aud Contempr of the Miniſtration of the Word, as it hath 
been by me uſed, doth fulfil the Scriprures: For Fad fal- 
fill'd rhe Scriptures, yer the fame Word of Truth faith, 
' It would be good for him if he had waver been born ) And ye 
pur away my Preaching the Word from ye, wherein the 
YWords of Eternal Life are declared ; little do ye think that 
by Conſeqence, which the Holy Ghoſt knows : Herein ye 
Judge your ſelves unworthy of Everlaſting Life. Lo, we 
rurn to ſome other place where ir may be hetter receiy'd, 
tor ſo hath rhe Look commanded me; Go and preach 
the Goſpel ro ather Cities, Towns and Villages, Mo a 
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ther alſoIam ſent. But into whatſoever City ye enter, and 
they receive you not, go your ways out into the Streets -of the 
ſame, and ſay, even the very Duſt of your City which cleaveth 
0n us we do wipe off againſt you: Notwithſtanding, be ye ſure 
of this, that the Kinpdom of God is come nigh unto you; Luke 
10. Io, 11. Altho' I am ro take heed of any thing of Self 
intermixing, for the wrath of Man -worketh not the Righteouſs 
xeſs of God, yer when I have ſeen ſo few comerto rhe Houſe 
where then preach'd the Word, I have been moved with 
ſecrer Indignation therear ; ſo thar-I was thetetipon pur in 
mind (yea, I am yer afraid rhatI am berein ſecretly Re- 
bellious and Diſobedient, becauſe I do- ir not ) ro deſpiſe 
the Shame, and venture the Reproach, ſo as'to go forth in- 
ro the very Heart and midſt of the Town, and there ſpeak 
forth, preach and proclaim what Words I have to deliver 
and make known unto them that dwell therein. + For 
there is a rwo-fold Reaſon of Teaching in our Streets, Luke 
13. 26. (which would be according ro the Method of God, 
and the Scriptures of Truth ) that is, when either People 
would nor admir ſuch Preachers of the Goſpel: into their 
Houſes for ro preach therein ; or they made choice of ir of _ 
ſer purpoſe, for a more publick Nortfication of the ſame 

Word, and that it may #urn to you for a Teſtimony, Luk. 21. ' 

13. If I had. already, or ſhould yer do fo ( which I may 

probably, unleſs more do come-to this: place of Hearing 
theWord then now do) it would: render the ftubborn. [n- 
habitants of this Town and Neighbourhood, that Diſobe- 
dient and Gain-ſaying People, who are now Reproachers 
and Blaſphemers of my. Miniſtry more inexcutfable, and 
make their Sin of nor Hearing his Word-more ſinful at the 
Judgmenr-ſeart of God. ' A Son honoureth his Father, and a 
Servant his Mafter. If then I be a Father, where is mine 


' * Honour ® and if I be a Maſter, where is my fear ſaith the 


Lord of Hoſts unto you? O Prieſts that deſpiſe my Name, and 
Ye ſay wherein have we deſpiſed thy Name 2 Mal. 2. 6. Soil 
ſhould go ro the ſeveral Inhabitants of this Town and 
Neighbourhood, and tell them char they deſpiſe God, and 
they deſpiſe his Name: They will be apt ro anſwer, God 


forbid, Wherein do we deſpite God, 'and deſpiſe his Name? 


To which my Reply again is, Fhar herein they deſpiſe 
God, and they deſpife bis Name, by their deſpiſing his 
Word, and the Miniftration thereof, as it hath been here 


. truly and faithfully uſed and held forch, C By 
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By the way, it is a fearful thing to deſpife God : For 
ſaith he, They that deſpiſe me, ſhall be lightly eſteemed,r Sam. 
2:30, And it is juft with God 'that after the ſame manner 
a-Man-finneth,” after ' the ſame he ſhall be puniſhed ; So 


ſuch. may -be of the Number'of thoſe, who after they have. 


for a while ſlept in the Duſt, ſoall awake to. Shame and Ever= 
laſting Contempt, Dan. 12. 3. and their Carcaſſes ſhall be an 
abborting unto all Fleſh, Ia. 66. 24. At that time ſaith the 
Lord they ſhall bring out the Bones of the Kings of Judah, and 
the Bones of bis Princes, and the Bones of the Priefts, and the 
Bones of the Prophets, and the Bones of the Inhabitants of Jeru- 
falem out of the:r Graves, And they ſhall ſpread them before 
the Sun and the Moon, and all the Hoſt of Heaven, whom 
they bave loved, and whom they have ſerved, - and after whom 
they have walked, and whom they have ſought, and whom they 


have worſhspped, Jer. 8. 2. So ar that- time it may be ſaid; |. 
and pronounced, Lo, rheſe are.the Bones of ſuch People, | 


who in the Days of their Fleſh deſpiſed God, in their deſpi- 
fing the Miniſtration of his Word. | 

It bath often been my "Thonght and Searching of Heart 
whilſt I have been here in my Native Country, whither I 


have been in the place where ir is the Will and Good Plea- . 


ſare of God to have me in ; and whither by Preaching to 
this little Aflemble ( fear not little Flock, ir is your Fathers 
good Pleature to give you the Kingdom; ſo it may ' be 
Chriſt's Flock,. norwithſtanding the Lzt#leneſs thereof) I 
haye indeed walked in the way wherein I ſhould. Indeed 
ir doth-appear to me to be a good and right Work,as I-exa- 
mine the {ame in the Sight of God;. and alſo I have receiv'd 
- Comfort and Satisfaction of Mind in ſo doing. Bur till 
there hath aroſe in me a great Fear and Acculing of Con- 
ſcience, left herein I neglect much. greater things; even 


for ſeveral Years laſt pait, to be an- Ambaſſador of Peace | 


anto the Nations, Ila. 33. 7. ; 
Here again remember my Fault this Day ; . for where- 
as according to the Intimacion and Phraſe of the Propher 1 


ſhould have wepr bitterly, becauſe that ſame Meſlage of | 


mine was not receiv'd ; I did rather (ro my Shame be- it 
ipoken) betake my ſelf ro a fenſnal and vain kind of Lifez 
the report perhaps of which laſt hath hindred ſome from 


coming to hear my preaching ; whith as it becomes heres | 


by inme a yer greater Sin ( Be ye clean that bear the Vefels 
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of the Lord, Ia. 52.11.) and this alſo may be ſame Rea- 
ſon why God did nor altogether fo much ſucceed my Mi- 
niſtry, as-it were to be defired, which makes my Sin yer 
-more exceeding finful, Canfider this throughly, O 'my 
Soul, and amend thy Ways and thy Doings ; bur .not- 
withſtanding all this, other People ſhould not refrainfrom 
coming to bear the Word. For a Man may preach unto 
others, and yet himſelf be a Caſtaway : And Chrift ſeems 
ro comtmagd and intimate that we ſhould hear even them, 
Fho [ay. and do not, Mar. 23. 3. 

Ir was my Deſire room my .coming down:--into the 


Country, Thar I might cyme in the Spirit, Power and 


Fullneſs of the Gofpel ; of all which I bave there failed 
and come ſhort: And ſo it is my Defire again that I may 
return up to the chief Ciry of rhis Nation, in the Spirit 
and Power of Elias, and as it becomerh a Miniſtex of the 
Goſpel ; bur fear and doubr - vefore-hand, rhar.I ſhall 
alſo fail and come ſhort of thar. However, thro' Chriſt 


that ſtrengthneth me, I hope ro practice alſo, as well as 


approve the.things more excellent, and to take heed unto my 
Dofrine, and continue therein, that in ſo doing I may ſave 
my ſelf and them that hear me. As alſo to try them yer 9- 
gain, whither rhe People who have been hirherto Diſoke- 


dient and Rebellious, will opey God's Word, and tremble 


at hy Commandment, and do according to hs Law,lizra 10.3. 
I am ro exhort them unto ir, tho I tear this: will be the 
Rerurn which I ſhall make ar laſt as ro them ; But wito 
Iſrael (who were the outward Worſhippers) ke ſaith, all 
the Day long I have ſtretched forth my Hands unto a Diſobedi 
ent and Gamnſaying People. Xz TT 

This is.a greater Work ( and the greater is to be. pre- 
ferr'd before the lets) than to preach weekly unto Twen- 


(© ry or Thirry Hearers. And alſo there is a much more laſt» 


ing Preaching of Truth, by writing, and by multiplying 
and publiſhing the Copies thereof, chan whar is only ſp0- 
ken by word of Mouth, which goes off as a flaſhy and 1S 
ſoon forgotten both by Speaker and Hearer. Ir hath been 
my continued Prayer unto God all long, Take not the 
Ford of thy Truth utterly out of my Mouth, Pial. 119.45. Q 
continue thy loving kindneſs to them that know thee, and thy 
Righteouſneſs to the Upright in Heart, Let not the foot of 
Pride came againſt me, and let. not the Hand of phe Wicked 
| | C 2 remove 
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remove me, Pſal. 36. 10, 11. which Prayer, if God is pleaſed 
to grant, then alſo may be fulfilled what is ſaid in the 
Verſe immediately following, There are the Workers of 
Imiquity fallen; they' are caſt down, and ſhall not be able 
to riſe. | 

Bur again, there hath aroſe ſome doubrful Thoughts in 


my Mind, about truſting God with my Life, Liberry and | 
Livelihood ; which three are great and near things unto 
me ; and the laſt of all doth moſt vex and perplex 'me, | 


becauſe that I am forced to loſe ſo much of my precious 
Time, to ſeek our for the Neceflaries of Life, which a 
Miniſter of the Goſpel ought in no wiſe to do, bur thoſe 
things ſhould be before miniftred, and broughr ready to 
his Hand. This is a very troubleſome thing, (which ariſes 
becauſe of rhe Oppoſition of Satan the Enemy ) and con- 
; fideration ro me eſpecially, who know.ſo well concerning 
the preciouſneſs'of Time, the gliding away of Time, and 


the Irrecoverableneſs of Time. And it is not Reaſon that . |. 
we ſhould leave the word of God, and ſerve Tables, Acts 6. 2. + 


Ir is nor Reaſon that we. (Miniſters or Men, whom God 


hath endued with Gifts for rhe Miniſtry) ſhould neglect 


the Miniſtration of that Word, which is alike requiſite to 
come unto Eternal Life, ro ſerve the mean Neceffirties of 
this preſent Life, as Iam-forced ro do. For when I once 
go our of my Fathers Houſe, I do thereupon forthwith 
caſt my ſelf upon the Providence of God, and the Cha- 
rity of the People,, who are fo backwardly and flow in 
Mziniſtring to my Neceſſities, and towards the publiſhing of 
tis Ecernal Truth ; thar I loſe too much of my precious 
Time, in ſeeking unto them therein, Ir is a Goſpel Come 
mand, to' Diſtribute to the neceſſity of Saints, Rom. 12, 13. 

See and read a prinred Halt Sheer of mine, ſuperſcribed 
and directed to ſuch Chriſtian, Men and Women, as inhabit 
the Cities of London and Weltminſter, and the Places adj a: 
cent, and bearing dare 4upuſt 27. 1694. 

There are many other particulars in reference ro mine 
own Caſe, which may ſeem too trivial to relate; and per- 
haps ye would think nor altogether ſo-profirable, and edi- 
tying for ye to hear. Bur herein Uſe might be made unto 
your felves, as ye know ſuch kind of Experiences, Trials, 
and Exercifes of a Servant of God, and how ye could go 
zhro' therewith, if ic was your qQwn Caſe, Moreover, 
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theſe and ſuch likeThings are abſolutely neceſſary to build 
up and exerciſe a Truft on God according to thoſeWords 
of our Texr, for in thee do T truſt : For Truſt in God is a 
relative Term, and pre-ſuppoſes Danger and Difficulty for 
God to carry us thro the one, and to preſerve from 
the other. And as the God of David our Father did there- 
fore ſuffer his Servant David to have Enemies, to keep 
him in Warfare, and that he might exerciſe his Truſt on 
his Inviſible Crearor, ſo the ſame God, according to his 
Method and Workings of old, doth now alſo in this Ge- 
neration and Country of ours, ſuffer ſeveral of his Servants 
ro meet with Enemies, Impriſonments, (as his Servant 
' Paul was frequent in Priſons, 2 Cor. 11. 33.) ſore Trow- 
| bles and Afﬀiitions. By all theſe ro Try, Prove, ard Exer- ' 
ciſe their Truft on him ; and whither notwithſtanding, A! 
thy i come upon us, yet have we not forgotten thee, nor dealt 
' falſly mn thy way. Though thou haſt ſore broken us in the place 
. of Dragons, and cover d us with the ſhadow of Death, Plal. 
44. 17, 18, 19. : 
Bur to proceed yer further in what I have to declare unto 
ye. Idid refer it to this Iſſue, That when it was theWill of 
God to call me away again from hence, he would make 
it known unto me by ſome Sign, and this ſhould be rhe 
Sign, viz. Thar-if I did once perceive how that in the 
Courſe of my Miniſtry here among ye, God did once be- 
gin ro ſtop the Current of his Ecernal Truths from com- 
"Ing into my Knowledge ; or if the Number of my Hearers 
did diminiſh and -leffen, rhen I ſhould affuredly gather, 
that God called me away. Both which I bave ſeen fulfill'd 
for I do bur almoſt preach the ſame things over and over 
unto ye (which is not improper for a Goſpel Miniſter to 
do; for ſaid the greateſt Preacher thereof for theſe ſeveral 
Hundred Years laſt paſt, To write the ſame things to me us 
not grievour, but to you it us ſafe. And the Gentiles beſought - 
that theſe Words might be preached to them the next Sabbath, . 
Adts 13. 42. So that ic is lawful, yea, ſomerimes conveni- 
enit and neceflary to preach the ſame Sermon, or read the 
ſame Book, or publiſh the ſame things over and over again) 
and I have no new thing to declare unto ye : For I have 
found - within my ſelf a withdrawing and ſtopping the 
Hand, as ro God his affording me more, and further - 
Communication of his Eternal Tra ; partly ne 
| thro 
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thro' what was afore-mention'd of my worldly and vain 
Converſation, which did Grieve and Quench the Spirir 
for the Tim; partly becauſe I once ſaid I would leave 
off preaching upon ſuch a Confideration and Temprarion 
which Expretiſion of mine I believe was offentive unto his 
Holineſs, who kneweth all things. For whoſoever once puts, 
ha Hand to tins Plough, and looks back, ts not fit for the King- 


dom of God. And the other I believe was the Reaſon here | 


menrion'd.... Ard then the number of my Hearers hath vi- 
Gbly diminiſh'd and leflen'd, as ſuch of ye are my Wir- 
neſſes, who came ro hear me from the very firſt; which 
hath nor therefore fo happen'd, becauſe of much more In- 
abiliry and Infafficiency in my ſelf over others. For the 
Word which hath been here preached. - is as Quick and 
Powerful, as Lively and Aﬀecting rhe Heart and Cor- 
ſcience as rational and true, and alrogether as faithfully 
handled,as whar is preached in other Congregations round 
abour. Ir is a Vexation tro. ſee Men of Underltanding nor 
ſer by, nor yet ro have their due Worth and Efteemfirom 
the World. I returned, and {aw under the Sun that the race « 
not to the ſwift, nor the Batule to the ſtrong, neither yet Bread 
to the Wife, nor yet Riches to Men 0 Underſianding, Ecclef. 
9. 1r. Butit commonly ſo happens, that the more Emi- 
nent Infirumenrs of the Glory of God to their reſpective 


Generations and Countries, are not nnderſtood by the Peo- | 


ple thereof. For be ſuppofed his Brethren would have under 


derſtood how that Ged by his Hand would deliver them ;- but 


they underſtcod not, Acts 7.25. Our Fathers underſtood net 


ehy Wonders in Eoypt, Plal. 106. 7. Of whom the World was 


not worthy: they wandred in Deſerts, im Mountains, and 
Dens, and Cavegcf rhe Earth, teb. 11. 38. 

Bur there have to many went about in this Town and 
Neigtbourbood, }ike Elymas the. Sorcerer, to perſuade Peo- 
ple oft from Hearing my Preaching the Word, whereof 
they ſhall 2ive account before hims that i.ready to judge both the 
Buick ard Dead, and I ſhall implead them there, for rheir 
prating againkt us with malicious Words. The:like did 
Diotrephes tothe Apoitle Fobx 3 and nor content thetnſelves 
to refuie to hear the Word preach'd by me, they difiwade 
them who wouid. Taere are many in this. Town and 
 Neighbourhvod, who, like Alexander the Copper/math, 
have done me much karm; 1 ran chiefly as ro my {as 
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niſtry: Beſides; as to what hath fallen m Subordination 
as to my. outward Condition and. Circumſtances in my 
mended Settlement of Life in this Country ; which ac- 
cording to theFleſh,I did once defire,bur nowlT ſuppoſe irwill 
not be. . As to the Harm rhey have done ro my Miniſtry, 
letthem know as much before-hand, and rremble-therear ; 
They ſhall hear of it again at the Judgmemt-Seat of: God, 
' All this is chiefly occafion'd, becauſe of rhe marrer of the 
PopiſtKing,becauſel had writren,nor our of mine ownHead, 
but only from the Book of the Law and Commandment 
of God ; Fhat it was not lawful to turn- aſide a Papiſt 
from his right Luatenus, or meerly becauſe he was a Pa» - 
pift, eſpecially when bis People had ſworn a folemn Oath, 
kifling the Bible,-of Subjection and Faithfulneſs unto him. 
And fo the Prophet of the Lord in'Ezek. 17, 18, 19. 'doth 
- reprove the King of Fernſalem for deſpiſing the -Qarh 
which he had taken to the King of Babylon, who was an 
Heathen, and ſo an Oath doth bind to ſuch an orie, or 
- a Papiſt ; whenlohe had given his Hand : For when a 
Lawful Oath: js once taken, by invocaring and ſealing rhe 
ſame with-the name of God (as that is fo for Subjects ra 
ſwear Subjetion, which is their Dury,unto their King and 
Ruler) there is none can go oft; or recede from the flame, 
and be guiltleſs or - blameleſs. There is not an Inftance 
hereof to be given throughout the whole Bible. So: that - 
theaforeſaid Propoſition may be truly grounded upon this 
plain Declaration of the Law and Revealed Will-of God; 
I will. be a ſwift Witneſs againſt falſe Sweaters (luch are 
they who deſpiſe or do not keep the Oath of God, which-is 
contrary unta, what the- Spirit faith in Eccle/. 8. 2.)/and 
againit them that turn aſide the ſtranger from h:s right, Mal, 
3: 5, Now. the Stranger there meant was either an Hea« 
| then, who alſo was an Idolarer, or a Profelyre of the Gare; - 
and here God ſpeaks againſt -rurning kim afide from his right, 
in like manner it may be truly realon'd and apply'd againſt 
rurning alide a Papitt frombisRight. As thePropherMalachy 
was no Heathen nor Stranger only, . becauſe + he did by 
the-Spiric deliver:and make: known the Commandmenr of 
| Gad.to be on this wiſe; 101 ani no Papiſt, akho' I make 
known allo, and aftirm the Will and Commandment of 
Gad to be on this wiſe, as I bave here receiv'd and learn'd 
it from his own Word of Truth. I ſhall not here menti- 

on 
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on many more Patriculars to illuſtrate and corifirm the 
Truth of whar I have written abour rheſe things : Buras 
it is written, The fooliſhneſs of Man perverteth bis way, and 
his ' Heart fretteth againſt' the Lord. So I would juft ob- 
ſerve, Thar the Difobedience of many People, becauſe 
they bave acted contrary thereunto; yea, of the Religious 
and Profeffors alſo have fretted againſt the Lord, becauſe he 


hath given ſuch Declarations of his Will, and-ſuch kind of ; 


Commandments, as in Mal. 3.” 5. afore-menrtion'd, and 
theſe following ; To turn aſide the Right of a Man before 
the Face of the moſt Hiph, to ſubvert a Man m by cauſe the 
Lord approveth not, Lam. 3, 35, 36. From whence again 
it may be truly reaſon'd and inferr'd, Thar the more like 
any Man is unto the Mind of God, the fupream and only 
Good - (thou art of purer Eyes then to bebold Evil, and canſt not 
lock on Tniqnity) the betrer that Man is; ſo by Conſequence 


we are the berterMen, and more like unto God, and God | 


doth berter love and approve of us, if we do'not approve 


of ſuch kind of Doings neither, as the Lord approverh not; - 


for indeed ir is according ro the Law of God, and the 
Laws of this Realm, 'as alſo ro Righr Reaſon ( for this 
is neceſſarily rending unto the Welfare, Peace and Order 
of all Communities and: Societies of People, living in a 
Nartion or Countrey together) that every one ſhould have 
and enjoy. his civil Righr -and reſpective Property, both in 
his Lands or Goods, of whatever -Opinion, Perſwaſion, 
. or way of Worſhip in Matters ot Religion he or they be 
of Thou ſhalt in any wiſe ſet him King over thee whom the 
Lord thy God ſhall chooſe : one from among thy Brethren ſhalt 
tbou ſet King over thee: thou mayſt not ſet a Stranger over 
thee which # not thy Brother, Dear. 17.15. In all this we 


have nor dealr falſly in thy Covenant, neicher have our. 


Steps declin'd from thy way. + | 
So it ſtands ar this day, I have at ſundry Times, in 
ſeveral Years, preached rhe Word among ye,and ftretchs. 


ed forth my Hands unto a Diſobedient and a Gainſaying | 


People. Ye know that I have kepr back nothing that was 
profitable unto you, but have ſhewed you, and raughr you 
ublickly in this place (and I would haye done it from 

ale ro Houſe, bur that my time was taken up in wri- 


ting the Truths of God) rhough herein again I have been | 


{ 4 


guilty of many Omiſſions and Neglects; tor I might have 


more _ - 
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more diſcourſed on thar Subject, as touching their nor 
hearing the Word to thoſe, whom I have occafionally made 

 Viſirs unto or been. in Company with. ' I have teſtified both 
to the Fews, and alſo to the Greeks, Repentance towards God, 
and Faith 'm; our Lord Feſus Chriſt, I have preached 
both ro the. Godly, and to the Ungodly, to the Nominal, 
and alſo to the real Chriſtians, Repentance from dead Withss 
and thar rhey ſhould rurn to, God, and bring forth fraizs 
; meet for Repentance. I have alſo preached Fairh in Feſt 
Chriſt, as ye are my Wiunefſes. | , FOE OK. 
. And ſoye are likewiſe, Thar I have inculcated over and 
over the Doctrine of Univerſal Obedience: Thar is, To 
have reſpeR unty all God's Statutes, Plal. 119. 6., And to have 
all bis Fudpments before us, and not to put .away i his Statutes - 
from us, Plal. 18.22. nor yer any of, them: . Yea, 'I have 
more than once-or twice ſet my Seal, and in this place de> 
liver'd my-Teftimony againſt Partial. Obedience ; *thar is, 
when eitherPrieſts or, People are Partial inthe Law, {which 
in Mel..2. 9. God finds fault with, and reproyes theta for) 
and they keep ſome of the Commandments of God, and - 
neglect others, as the..manner of many is, who call rhem- 
ſelves Chriſtians, altho. ir-is a dangerous and Soul-deftroy- 
ing Deceir. Herein I have been peculiar and, diſtinct 
from other.Congregations ; for this ſame DoQtrine of con- 
farming all the IVords of God's Law to do them, Dear. 27. 26. 
Is not ſo. much. preached therein as it ſhould be, 1 am 
ſure ir is nor ſo much practiſed by the Hearers and 
Members thereof. as it ought to be. + 28 
And now behold 1 go bound in the Spirit unto Jeruſalem, 
- (I mean to the chief Ciry of this Nation) not knowing the 
things that ſhall befal me. there ; . ſave that the Holy Ghoſk 
witneſſeth in cvery City, ſaying that Bonds and Affiictions a- 


| 6:de me, (ſpeak. this by way of ſurmile, becauſe thole 


things have hercrofore | befaln me.in char place) Rus none 
of theſe things move me, neither count I my Life dear unto 
myſelf .; ſo that I miphs. finiſh my Courſe with Foy, and the 
Miniſtry which I have receipd of the Lord Feſus to teſtifie 
the Goſpel of the Grace of God. I malt at length unavoida- 
bly. raite of Death one way. or another, Ar tirlt indeed 1, 
have a melancholy Proſpect betore me, namely, of Poyer= 
ty, and further Inprilonments, for I bclieve this betore 
the Scene. wall yet turn with ,me.- 1. belicve God, that it 
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ſhall be even ſo _as it was told me, howbeit, we mu$t be caſt 
upon 4 certain Iſland, AQts 27. 25, 26. I believe God that 
it ſhall be even fo, as hath been ſhew'd ro me before-hand 
in my Mind, how that it ſhould be with me alſo, as it 
was with his Servant Fob, and the latter end of my Li 
'ſkould be more thari my beginning; howbeir, accorditi 
to his Method and Workings of old, T muſt undergo great- 
er and forer Tronbles than I have as yer endured, . Before 
He doth quicken me again, and bring me up again from the 
depths of the Earth, Pſal. 71. 20. Bur I rruft in the living 
God that he will proportion his Inviſible Protection vinto 
the Danger I may be'ſabject unto, and his Deliverance 
according to the Troable and Suffering, I may be invol- 
ved in, and his Relief ſuitable ro what my Need ſhall be. 
As old Hilarion did ſay when he was tempted to deny 
Chrift ; Theſe eighty fix years I have ſerved him, and found 
no harm in him, and ſhall I deny him. now? | No, I will 
not doir, So for ſome Years laſt paſt I have truſted on 


> * 


God hitherto, and ir was then well enough with me, -|- | 


(bleſſed be his Name for it) 'and ſhall I diftruſt him now ? 
No, I hope I ſhall never do ir: But Idefire ro remember 
and always bear in mind, fo that I may follow* his 
Example in this Duty of truſting on God, thar Character 
which is recorded of Hezekiab, He truſted in the Lord God 
of Iſrael, /o that after him there was none like unto him among 
all the Kings of Judah, nor any that were before him, 2 Kih. 
18. 5. Whar, could Paz! finiſh his Courſe with Joy when 
Bonds and Afﬀidctions jn every Ciry did abide him? Yes, 


" be did by the Influences and Comforts of the Holy Ghoſt | 


within him at rhe fame rime, For asGod was wirhFeſeph in 
.the Priſon, ſo he is equally, or rather more with his Ser- 
vants in trouble, when they are ſuffering according rohis 


Will in well doing : So I declare rruly unto ye this Day | 


——_ 


{ behold whar a good God it is whom we ſerve). I have 
_ experienced more Sweerneſs and Joy, © (which arifes from | 
the Senſe of rhe loving Kindneſs and Favour of God to- 
wards us, and from rhe Belief and Affurance of a greater 
Reward); when I have been in Prifon, then when | 
have been ourof it: For then I have had a troubled 
Spirit, (and a wounded Spirit who can bear?) for my neglect 
_ of doing the Will of God, and for my accepting of Deli- 
verance upon ſinful Terms, and our of fear of rhe future 
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27 
Diſpleaſure of God againſt me for the ſame. I am of the 

me Mind ftill, and I defire ever to continue fo. I had 
rather meer with whar is commonly called Trouble and 
Suffering ( which .even in the” midſt thereof is very 
much ſweerned by the Holy Ghoſt rhe Comforter) in 
the way of ſerving God, and omg my Duty towards him, 
by teſtifying the Goſpel of God, and. by aſſerting his 
Crnriaadanre in the very ſame manner as they lie, 


' and were by him given, rhan avoid Suffering or Trouble, 


in omirring or neglecting of it. Your 'own ſeveral Un- 
derftandings can 'conceiye and tell ye rhatif one canfini/hb 
hy Courſe with Foy, "when Bonds and Affiitions every where 
abide him (which is as certain as Scripture is rrue, and 
that God hath any Care over his Servants and People) 
then he 'is alrogether as happy as thoſe at full Liberty. 
And fo thoſe who take joyfully the ſpoiling of their Go 
(from whence doth ar f oy ariſe 2 even from-that Know- 
ledge that they have inHeaven a better and more enduringSub- 
ſtance)as ſome baye done,rthen theſe alſo are in the ſame,or 


| rather a betrer Condition than thoſe who have kept them; - 


for they have nor that degree of rejoycing.  - | 

© T will nor here apply that nexr Verſe of Paul's Fare- \ 
wel Sermon to the Epheſians ; . And now behold, 1 know that 
Je all, whom I have preached the 'Kingdom of Ged 
ſhall fee my Face no more; for beſides, that Humane Tem: 
per of mine, | | 


Rome rus opto, abſentem Ryſticus Urbem, | 
There is a like Diſpoſition in me, as was in one of the 


Parriarks, of longing ſoreafter my Father's Honſe. There 
is a Lothneſs and Unwillingneſs in me, according to- the 


{ - Fleſh, to leave or throw my felf out of it, becauie of ha- 


ying there rhe Neceffaries and Conveniences of outward 
Life, and of dwe//ing at eaſe. Bur if I ſhould always con- 


tinue there; bow ſhould the Work of God be done by me, 


and wo be untome if Ido it nor,and I would nor have it ra- 


\ ken our of my Hands, and given to another ; and fo I 


ſhall loſe the things that I have wrought, and not receive 

a full Reward, nor yer obtain a berrer ReſurreQion than 

my other Fellow-Creatures, who are for being at Eaſe, 

(the Lord declares himſelf, I - very ſorely diſpleaſed m | 
: 2 the 
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the Heathen that are at eaſe, Zech. 1. 15. Wo to them that 


are at eaſe in Zion, Amos 6. 1.) and fleeping in a whole - 
Skin, as we commonly phraſe it. It is a Reſemblance tro 


Moſes's Faith, Choofing rather to ſuffer Afflition with the 


People of God, than to enjoy the Pleaſures of Sin for a ſeaſon, 


Efteeming the Reproach of Chriſt greater Riches than the 


Treaſures of Egypt ; for he had Reſpe& unto the Recompence 


of Reward. And fo if I rather chooſe only Bread to eat, 
and Rayment to put on, Gen. 28. 20. as I. hope he will 
give me that as he did unto Facob in the way wherein 
T. am-ro go, which he hath chalked, and ſhew'd unto me 
before-hand, rather than to enjoy ftill the Comforts of a 
fall.Table, or rhe ſweer delighrſome Relliſh of Senſuality 
( which is like the I/rae/ites longing after the Qnyons, 
Leeks, and Garlick of Egypr) or better Raymenr, or 
what is commonly call'd a more creditable kind of Life ; 
and all this I do only for the fake of God, and of pub+ 
liſhing yer: more his Word and Truth. The having Re- 


ſpect unto the Recompence of Reward doth ſwallow up -|- 


all other wordly and carnal Conſiderations. 

Life is uncertain, and iris more fickly in great and popu- 
lous Ciries,and there be otherCaſualtjes, Moreover,the Sons 
of Violence are there ; ſo that God.only knows whither ye 
ſhall ſee my Face any more. Bur if I can enjay Health, 
Liberty, and have continued Relief proportionable ro my 
Need andT havea contented Mind fo toabide,and be doing; 


1 would willingly by the Grace and Truth of God ( not 


as of my ſelf, who can do nothing) ſo effect things, 
thar ye ſhall ſee me no more rill ye ſhall ſay, Bleſſed be he 
that cometh in the name of the Lord. This is my Defire 
according to the Spirit, rho' the Fleſh perhaps may incline 
me ro go tro and fro. That 'my Miniſtry ſhall nor be 


alrogether ſo much reje&ted amongſt ye as formerly. | 


Ie have been with Child,” we have been in pain, we have as 
zt were brought forth Wind, we have not wrought any Delive- 
rance in the Earth, neither have the Inhabitants of thelWorld 
fallen, Ia. 26. 18. which hitherto hath been fulfilld in 
my. Miniſtry, as to the People of this my Generation and 
Country: Nevertheleſs ir is of God,as that here mention'd 
is, altho' it bad nor its utmoſt effect, COS 


There 


(29) . 

- There is an irkſomeneſs. and unwillingneſs /according to! 
the Fleſh, for'even commonFriends ro part ; eſpecially,if we 
are to ſee one anothers Face no more, and we know of it! 
before-hand.' Bur there is yer a much greater ſounding: 
of the Bowels, and deep thought of Heart berween the” 
rrue Preachers of the Goſpel, and their People and Hear. 
ers: Eſpecially if they are knir rogerher in Heart and Af-- 
_ fection, as appears by this Inftance and Example of Part.” 
And they all wept fore, and fell on Paul's Neck, and kiſſed 
bini. + Sorrowing moſt of all for the Words which he ſpake,that: 
they ſhould ſee bis Face no mare. And they accompanied him 
nnto the Ship. True Chriſtianity where ir is lively and' 
real, doth draw out the Aﬀections and Paſſions in the 
moſt eminent manner that. can be. God knows whither 
my Miniſtry here uſed amongſt ye, bath fo far reached 
the Hearts of any, that ir' hath been reported of me in 
like manner, as was of: the Author and Finiſher 'of our 
Faith. Some ſay, thar he is a'good Man, and others 


-|- have ſaid, nay, bur he deceiveth' the People. This laft 


Reproach'hath been handed abour,or otherwiſe they would 
never have difſuaded-People from coming to hear” 'me. 
So far it is true, ſome do ſecretly wiſh that fant one our 
. of the Country, yea, many in this Iſland had- rather I was 
gone pur of the World, By the way, if their Spirits now . 
are ſo impatient and reſtleſs, that they cannot 'endure a 
fingle Troubler of I{rael,, how then will they endure when 
their Souls: fly our of their Bodies ; (ir is bur a ſhort Re- 
ſpite and Reprieve between) if they ſhould be with the 
whole Company of Praphets and Apoſtles, who' were ſo 
ro their Age and Country, what I am accuſed of now. 
Neither rhey nor my-felt-haye troubled 1/rae/, but . thoſe 
Men only have troubled it,” who have forſaken the Com- 
mandments of the Lord. Some very few others in this 
Neighboprhoodhad rather perbaps thatl] ſtay longer among 
them for their Souls Good, and Edification, by their 'at- 
trending on my Miniſtry in this place. | 
But beloved, of whom I hope Salvation, ro ſpeak a 
ſhort Word unto ye; I have no greater Fey than to-hear that 
my Children walk in Truth, John 3.4- For what #s our Hope, 
or Foy, or Crown of Rejoycing ? are not even ye in the preſence 
of our Lord Feſus Chrift, for ye are onr Glory and Foy,1 T hel. 
2+ 19,20, © This is my Hope, my Comfort, my Joy, and 
my 


NE 


the greater Multirude of the Inhabitants of this Town and 


while, as ye will be Witn | 
Day. Furthermore then we beſeech you Brethren, and ex- 
bort you by the Lord Feſus, that as ye have received of us how 

be to walk and pleaſe God, even according to-all the 


words of the Goſpel, withour adding one Word, or diminiſh- ; 
ing from it, ſo Ye would abound more and more; The on | 


is wiſe concerning another Miniſter e 
Goſpel; Receive bim, for he alſo warketh the work of the 
Lord as I work. So my dear and belayed Fellow-Chriſtj, 
ans, I would have ye to know, rhat whenſoeyer I xc 
from hence, notw!1 ding the contrary Reproaches of 
many People, I do work the ſame Work of the Lord,which 
I do here in this place, Namely, by the words of Gody 
Grace and Truth, which are commitred ro my Miniftre- 


Paul ſaith on t 


'tion to endeavour to conyert-Singers, and to make them : 


writing and publiſhing the Copies thereof, which iz 
the one tating and remaining Good, Here it is by bo 


of the one and everlaftir 
bisunder-Shepherds; and 
ed and exhorted in rhe 
e may be contentred'and 
rof the Stock of Abre: 
Sone 'of your Bone 


—y Crown, that every one of you are tot gainfaying* | 
_ diſobedienr, Deſpiſers and non-hearers, although rr | 


Neighbourhood are. Ye might convince them in the mean 
— ainſt the athers ar the laſt 
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| want, fignified by thar relative kind o 
' |. God onthe bigheft, on Earth Peace; and good Will towards 
"| Mer. But as to the Souls of them in this Town and 


yedo meer me at the Judgmenr-Sear of God in an un-rege- 


' thereof) that your 
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[ fog conſider it more perfeQly than I can now declare it 


ro ye, then ye will glorifie God on my behalf, and alſo be 


well pleaſed therewith, and have good Will rowards me 


in my making the betrer Choice, as ro obey the Call of 
God, and prefer the greater things pertaining to his King- 
dom before the leſs. This common _ of good Will is 
a thing that the Miniſters of the Go ye do very often 

Speech, Glory to 


Neighbourhood who fhall periſh, rhey wonld ftill coni- 


nue Deſpiſers and Non-hearers, Reproachers and Blaſ- 
phemers, finbborn and perverſe, be Blinded, Row, 11. 7. 
atid Snared, 1/a.9. 14. at the Word of my Miniſtry, and 


there would 'be'a OS bindering them from 
coming to hear it, altho'T ſhonld continue hete all the 
remaining evil Days of my Pilgrimage, which I intend 


'nor ro do. 


' As Robert Bolton call'd: for his fix Children up whenhe 
lay upon hisDeath-bed, and utrer'd this his laſt Saying unto 


then, Take heed that none of ye do meet me at theFudgrhent-ſeas 


of God in anun-regenerate Heart ; ſo inthismy Fare - 
mon I warn and 'reftifie unto all the Inhabitants of this 
Town and Neighbourhood (ler' thoſe rhat hear carry ont 
this Word to them thar do not hear ) rake heed that none of 


nerare Hearr, nor yer in the Spirit of* deſpiſal and refafal 
ro hear the Word of the Lord, nor yer in the Spirit of 
Reproach, Stubbornneſs, and Peryerſeneſs, nor'yet in the 
| 6, Which moſt 'People are now in- 
And which ſhews_ ( for thee are the Fruits and Effects 

Jearts as yer are Un-regenerate, Un- 
ſancified, and Unrenewed, and your fooliſh Hearts are 
darkned. Which perhaps, altho' they are not in evety 


_ Parr, Yet ir isſo in ſome part thereof ; for ye are;not as 


yer turn'd unto the Lord your God with all your Hearr, 


"nd with all your Souls, and with all your Mind, withour | 
'the Exception or Reſerve of any Luſt, Humour'or Will of 


yourown, And ye are nor as yet given up to follow the 
Lamb, (who is the Way, the Truth, and the Life, "and 
conſequently the Condudts and Leadings of DivineTrurh) 
whither ſoever it poes ; bur ſuch do turn unto the Lotd 


with ſome of their Hearty but nor with their. whole Ter: 


(32) 
This Word is. proper, and belongs unto. thoſe of the ſeve: 
ral Profeſſions, Sorts, Sects and Names of Religion, inha- 
-bicing-among us, as they. are commonly. called or-diftin- 
-guiſhed by Church-People, Presbyrterians, Quakers. . The 
-rame of ir; nor yet your lifting your ſelves. in either of 
the Parties,. nor yer your confining/ your ſelves, only unto 
ir,. will not ſave yes: nor, any of ye: Bur ir muſt be pure 
and undehiled Religion before God, thro' his Gracious Ac- 
 ceprance thereof ; it muſt be by true Primitive and . Uni- 


verſal Chriſtianity (the way wherein: our Fathers walked, | 


who now are at Peace); thro' which as a Means ye are 
ro hope thar your Spirits may. be ſaved in the Day of the 
Lord Jeſus. A confirming all. the Words of the Law. and 
Goſpgk by your doing of them. . But whoſoever ſhall do and 
each them (even the leaſt Commandments) : the ſame ſhal 
. be called great in the, Kingdom: ef Heaven, Mar. 5. 19. - And 
it is tbro' this thing, even. that. mention'd in the foregoing 
Verſe, The ſetting your Hearts unto all the Words, . which 


Mefes and the Prophers, Chrift-and his Apoſtles have. tefti- . 


fied unto Mankind unto this Day, which ye ſhall com 
_ . mand your Children to do, all the Words of this Law, 
. And then ir follows, thro' this thing ye ſhall prolong your 
- Days, even ſo to a bleſſed Erernity in the Land, (even 
the-new Heavens, and. the new Earth, where Righreoul- 
neſs dwells) whither and when ye go over the Jordan of 
_this Life ro poſleſs:ir., There is no other way, or name 
! given wunder. Heaven, . whereby they: muſt be, ſaved, than that 
of- Chriſt Feſus, and the, Obſervance of all things whatſoever be 
hath command, - 


; Whatever 'Reproaches and falſe Sayings, have been ut- 
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'rered againſt my Perſon or Miniftry, tho' here it may be 
. expected I ſhould rake up ſuch-a kind or.form of Speech; 


. Father forgive them, for they know. not what they do. I pra. 


God lay not thy Sin-to their Charge. Bur fince Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles ſpake after this'manner, ſo much Light and 
Grace,. (0. much Knowledge and Revelation: have came 
taro-the World, that People -now.may know whar: they 
do'berein, namely, that themſelves who reproach and 
_ ſpeak falſly, are as fo many. Inſtruments, in the Hands of 
' the Devil for ro reſ:t, let and hinder, ro defear,, ſpoil or 
render of leis Eticct the Miniltry of ſuch a Servant. of tþe 


molt High God, whodoth only Teach the way of ge * 
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So that if we ſhould ftill pray and ejaculate: after rhis 
manner, it may ſeem to encouzage orhers in a like courſe 
_ of ſinning, and. Teaching Rebellion againſt the Lord, ( for-ſ0 
"did Shemaiah the Nehelamite, in giving out as if. Feremiab 
his Propher was mad, as ye may read in Fer. 29. 26-32.) 
ſo rhar inſtead of my praying, Father forgive them, for they 
hnow not what they do. T pray God, lay nct thi Sin to their 
, charge; I ſhall here uſe and apply as'ro themorher Words 
of Chriſt and his Apoſtle. But I ſay unto you that everyidle 
Word (which there tignifies falſe or reproachful Words, 
as appears by the Verſes immediately foregoing) that 
Men ſhall ſpeak, they ſhall give ascount thereof in the Day 
of Fudgment, Mart, 12. 36. VYho ſhall 'give an account #> him 
that # ready to ſudge both the" Duick and Dead, 1 Per. 4.5. 
We are nor allow'd to pray, nor will God hear hr ac- 
cording to Truth.” How rhen' can I pray, Fath ant wee 
| them, for they know not what they do, when the Yitties-of 
| thar Ignorance which God winked at are long 'fince ' pa(t; 
; | Bur now in this Goſpel-day *tnore Grace h 2 ng—ar, 
| have appeared unto rhe World: So that either: People do 
know, or may know ( which is near one and, the ſame ' 
thing) whar they do, and whom they have Reprouched und 
Blaſphemed, and againſt whom they have exalted thes? Voice; 
even againſt the Holy, One of "Iſrael; when with their Mouth 
they have reproached, and ſpoken falfly of his Minifter'and 
Servant, fo cially as be was in the Miniftration of "his 
Word ; and when their lying dis did'ſpeak\grievous thing 
Proudly and contemptuouſly againſt the Righteous, 
Finally, Brethren, whatſoever things are trae; whatſoever 
things are honeſt, whatſoever things are juſt, whatſoever things 
are pure, whatſoever things 'are lovely,” whatſoever! things arc 
of good Report, if there "be any Vertue, 'and if there 'be any 
Praiſe, think on theſe things: Thoſe things which y#bave learti'4 
and received, and hvard; and'ſeen in me, do, andthe God of 
Peace ſhall-be with you, Phil:$.8, 9." Wherefore Trake'you' ro 
record this "Day-*rhat'F"am 'pare from the Blood (af -all 
Men, 'for 1 have not ſhunned" to declare 'unte:ye all the 
Counſel 'of God,” For as may be reaſon'd fromFoſma's, = 
35. there ſhould- not” be'7 Word of alt +hat2 God-'harh 
cominanded ' inthe Scriptures; -Whrch-his trae Miniſters 
ſhould ſhun, or refuſe ro dectare 'and make known unto 
the People. 1 am not he mr” is {ct oyer ye after the. L_ 


% 
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- of a Carnal Commandment, or according to the efta2 


bliſked manner of the Country. Bur as God hath ſet 


Jome in the Church, firſt Apoſtles, ſecondarily Prophets, thirdly 


Teachers, after that Miracles, then Gifts of Healing, Helps, | 


xt.Cor. 12. 28. ſo by the Gifts given and committed unts 
me, may come in for an Helper in theWork of the Miniftry, 
And by my conſtant Warning of 'the Inhabitants of this 


Town and; Neighbourhood againſt all;manner of Sin and. 
Tranſgreflion, and by laying open the Unreaſonableneſs 
and. Danger thereof, I ſhall. fomewhar eaſe rhat Account 


which he-is to give for the Souls more immediately, and 
. eſpecially. commirred. unto his Charge. Norwithſtanding 
- all rhe Labours. that are uſed-in this Pariſh, and the Parts 
adjacent to prevent ir, whoſoever for all that ſhall periſh 


From. tAhBlood of all Men, becauſe I have nor refuſed 10 
declare Anto them all the Counſel of God that came in« 
10.my-Mind, and which was againſt their Sin,  Iniquity; 


Tranſgreffion, Hypocrifie, Diſobedience and Ignorance ; | 


all whichand rhe like, do drown Men in Deſtruction and 


Perdition. | | 
And naw Brethren, I commend you to God, and to the Word 


of - bs. Grace, which # able to build you up, and to give - you | 


4n Inheritance amonoſt all them which are ſandified. I com- 
mend you eſpecially to the Grace of God that bringeth 
Salvation, and to its Teaching us that - denying Ungodlineſs 


\ end Worldly Luſts, we ſhould live Soberly, Reghteouſly, and. 


Godly in this preſent World. So that whoſoever of you 


ſhall deny Ungodlineſs and Worldly Lufts, , and ſhall live' 


Soberly.andRighreouſly,and Godly m this preſenrWorld, he 
or ſhe and:ſuch only ſhall obtain, and inberirSalyarion in rhg 
next World. I commend you alſo ro the Teaching of rhe 
Spirit of God (there 1s no. Teaching like the Teachibg 
of rhe Spirit, and Lord. evermore givegis ths Bread, Lord 
evermore-give us the Teaching. of thy, Spirit) and. there be ſure 
to obey :its Voice, and*to do always..according. to thoſe 


Dictates of Pury and Motions. of Good, . the: Spirit ſhall | 


from-Time to Time, ſuggeſt, and pur into your ſeveral 
' Minds: - Remember to [obſerve..this .Rule, even. ro do 
and - pup in. Practice all ;zhe Good rhar-ye ſhall ; ever think 
@f, or what ſhall be in. the Power of your Hands, for £0 
ao. But the anointing which ye have received of him. abideth 
Go --; cf nn | DIA. if 


at "Xs I rake you to record again, that I am purt 
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inyou; and ye need no? that any Man teach you; but as the 
fame anointing teachethiyou of all things, and u no Lie, and 
even as it hath taught you, ye ſhall abide in him. And now 
little Ehildren abide in him; that when he ſhall appear, we 
may have Confidence, and not be aſhamed before {Mm at bis 
coming, 1 Jobn 2.27, 28, | 

As ye and my elf do conſtantly to our Lives end, ob- 
ſerve theſe laſt Rules and DireQtions here deliver'd ; how- 


' ever we ſhall be-divided and ſeparated one from another 


on this Earth in matter of Place 3 But we Brethren being 
taken from you for a ſhort time; in Preſence, not in Hears, 
1 Theſſ.'2. 17. for ſuch of us as ate obedient unto the. 
Word, in Heart and Aﬀection we ſhall be rogerher ſtill, 
(for Godly Hearers will remember .a Godly Teacher af- 
rer he is removed. from them ; as alſo he will remember 
ſuch Hearers as were attendant on, and obedignr into 
the Word of his Miniſtry in ſach a Place) yet ſuch of - us 
as do theſe things (If ye know theſe things, happy are ye af 


' ye do them; and bleſſed are thoſe Servants whom when, the 


Lord cometh, he ſhall find ſo doing ) ſhall meer again 'ar a 


bleſſed ReſurreQtion, . Amen, ſo be ir, ſaith my Soul, 


Richard Staffozd, - 


ue 


LON DON: "Printed in the Year 1698. and are co be 
_ Sold unto ſuch who will receive the Trith in the Love 


tbereof, * *:** 
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Advertiſement. nw 


# | Heſe are to give notice, That I have ſeveral other Pra: 
Ctical Sermons or Diſcourſes of mine own compoſing, 
lying by me in Manuſcript ; which if they who have th 
Plenty or Competency of this Worlds Goods, would (ac: 
cording to their ſeveral Abiliry) thus Conſecrate ſome par 
of their-Gain and Subſtance unto the Lord, Micah 4,13. ſous | 
ro be ready to Diſtribute, and willing to Communicate ws \ 
wards the outward Labour and Charge of the Printmgj 
and Publiſhing of them, ir would be for the Glory of God | 
(in making known his Truth, 1/a. 38. 19.) for the ] > 
Edification and" Benefir of his Church-and 'Peoplle'; and | 
conſequently it would be a good Work in ſuch Perlons, 
who ſhall be helpfal, and any ways aſſiſtant herein, for |. 
which they would be rewarded by God in the Life that 
1s ro comme. - . þ 
| Charge them that are rich in this Warld, that they dv | 
Good 5 that they be rich in_good Works, ready to diſtribute, - | 
willing to communicate, laying up in ſtore for themſelves <7 '$ 
F tron apainſt the Time to come, that _ may lay 4 
on Eternal Life, x Tim. 6. 17, 18, 19. This 85 4 Faithful  } 
Saying, and theſe things T will that thau affirm conſtantly, that - 
they which have believed in God, might be careful to maintain 'Þ 
ood Works ; theſe things are good and profitable unto Men, | 
irus 3.8. Es [ 
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